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From Abstract Art to Victorian Masterpieces – Works from the Harrogate Fine Art Collection
A new exhibition at Harrogate’s Mercer Gallery reveals the treasures of their Fine Art collection, ranging from international contemporary art to Victorian masterpieces. Your Paintings: Works from the Harrogate Fine Art Collection opens on Saturday January 21 and runs until 10 June 2012 and is also a great opportunity to see new artworks acquired within the past five years.

This major exhibition will reveal the diversity of artworks owned by Harrogate Borough Council. These range from international modern and contemporary artists including John Hoyland, Eileen Agar and Mary Fedden, to regional artists such as Maggie Barnes, John Creighton and Austin Ruddy.  
This is also a chance for the Mercer Gallery to show off some of their major historical masterpieces, these include The Private View, 1881 by William Powell Frith (1819-1909) which was the last of Frith’s great crowd-pulling canvases, shown at the Royal Academy (RA) in 1883.  In it he poked fun at Aestheticism and depicted a galaxy of celebrities from all walks of Victorian life including Oscar Wilde, whom Frith called the ‘well-known apostle of the beautiful’ and Lily Langtry, actress and mistress of the Prince of Wales. 

Curator of the collection Jane Sellars comments: “The great Victorian artist William Powell Frith was born in the Harrogate district, hence his high profile in the collection, from pictures presented by his descendants in the last century to major paintings bought in the last few years.”
She continues: “Harrogate Borough Council’s fine art collection has developed since the first Harrogate Art Gallery was established in 1930, later replaced by the Mercer Art Gallery in 1991. The works in this exhibition have been chosen to demonstrate the diversity of our collection, and to reveal the wealth of new acquisitions made over the last five years.”
From 1930, works were given to or purchased by the art gallery with the aim of building up a collection to reflect the history and culture of the district.  Harrogate does not have an art purchase fund, so the Mercer Gallery needs to raise the money needed to buy major works. They are especially grateful for the donations that made by visitors to the gallery.

In recent years the Friends of the Mercer Art Gallery have enabled the gallery to make many purchases, including their latest Frith painting, Poor Maria. The Harrogate Open exhibition, established in 2003, has helped them to acquire exciting work by local artists, such as Maggie Barnes, John Creighton and Austin Ruddy. International modern and contemporary art has come into the collection via the Contemporary Art Society, and through the Mercer’s own exhibitions, such as Cherviakov’s paintings from Beyond the Caspian Sea: Art from Turkmenistan in 2006.
The works of art on show here all belong to you, the public. To see more of the Mercer Art Gallery collection online visit bbc.co.uk/arts/yourpaintings.

Your Paintings: Works from the Harrogate Fine Art Collection is at The Mercer Art Gallery, Swan Harrogate, North Yorkshire, entry is free and the exhibition runs from 21 January to 10 June 2012. 
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Press contact

For more press information contact Jane Redfern 01845 526720 / 07724 131179, email pr@janeredfern.co.uk 

Curator of Art at Mercer Art Gallery, Jane Sellars Tel: 01423 556188

Additional resources

Images: 
Good quality digital images are available of the work within the exhibition.

Editors’ notes

Mercer Art Gallery, Swan Road, Harrogate, HG1 2SA Tel: 01423 556188,  Fax: 01423 556130,  www.harrogate.gov.uk 

Opening Times: Tues – Sat 10.00 am to 5.00 pm,  Sun 2.00 pm to 5.00 pm Admission Free.



The Mercer Art Gallery is home to Harrogate district's fine art collection which consists of some 2000 works of art, mainly from the 19th and 20th centuries. The collection includes works by William Powell Frith, Atkinson Grimshaw, Sir Edward Burne-Jones, Dame Laura Knight, Alan Davie and many more. The collection is not on permanent display. Paintings, prints and drawings from it are featured in our lively and diverse exhibition programme throughout the year.

The gallery has two spaces, the Main Gallery and the smaller North Gallery. The exhibition will also launch the complete renovation of the interior of the gallery.
