Major artworks go on show in rural Ryedale museum.

Herbert Read : Yorkshire Modern
Ryedale Folk Museum 9 July to 4 September 2011

The international impact of rural Ryedale radical Herbert Read is celebrated in a new exhibition, Yorkshire Modern, which runs from 9 July to 4 September 2011 at the Ryedale Folk Museum located on the North Yorkshire Moors.
The exhibition brings together major works by artists including Barbara Hepworth, Henry Moore, Sir Terry Frost and others on loan from major collections, including the Tate, Arts Council and Leeds Art Gallery Collections, and represents the extent of Herbert Read's impact on the direction and development of British Modern Art in the twentieth century. 

This exhibition is part of Art in Yorkshire - supported by Tate, a year long celebration of the visual arts throughout Yorkshire. Works from Tate's Collection of historic, modern and contemporary art will be showcased through a compelling programme of exhibitions and events.

Poet, critic, military hero and pacifist, thinker, and philosopher Herbert Read used his gifts as a writer to communicate the power of modern art to others. 

Curator Andy Dalton comments: “This exhibition is an opportunity to highlight the historical significance of a native of Ryedale, Herbert Read, and to bring works of national and international significance to rural North Yorkshire. We hope to bring Read's writings to new audiences and to raise awareness of his legacy within his home district”.

In the 1920s and 1930s Read was a supporter of the 'Modern Movement' helping to establish the careers of artists such as Henry Moore, Barbara Hepworth and Paul Nash. He edited the celebrated Unit 1 modernist manifesto in 1933 and helped organise the first Surrealist exhibition in Britain in 1936. Read's lifelong sympathy for anarchist philosophy and his interest in psychoanalysis powerfully informed his writings about art. After the Second World War, Read joined forces with Roland Penrose and Eduardo Paolozzi to found the Institute of Contemporary Art  (ICA) in London. 

Despite being one of the most famous writers in England Read always maintained a special relationship with his Stonegrave home in Ryedale, on the North Yorkshire Moors,  and although establishing himself as a vanguard figure of international social and cultural causes he remained at heart a rural radical. The son of a tenant farmer in North Yorkshire, he was sent to an orphan school in the industrial town of Halifax after his father's death in 1903. The contrast between the 'natural' and 'mechanical' became a lifelong preoccupation.
Read was also a powerful advocate for art education, helping to develop the modern notion of the 'resident artist' through his association with Leeds University and the Gregory Fellowships. 
Activities surrounding the exhibition include a family friendly ‘Poetry Week’ from Sun 14 to Sat 20 August, which celebrates the work of various local writers. This includes poetry workshops, a specially devised trail and even a Poetry Picnic!

Herbert Read: Yorkshire Modern will be on show at the Gallery at Ryedale Museum from 9 July until 4 September 2011. Admission to the gallery is free, daily opening times are 10am – dusk. The Gallery is at Ryedale Folk Museum, Hutton le Hole, North Yorks YO62 6UA. 

For more info call 01751 417 367, email gallery@ryedalefolkmuseum.co.uk or visit www.thegalleryatryedalefolkmuseum.blogspot.com
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Additional Notes

Ryedale Folk Museum in Hutton-le-Hole offers visitors a unique insight into North Yorkshire's social history through the ages. 

The Ryedale Folk Museum is situated in the picturesque village of Hutton-le-Hole, near Pickering. It is clearly signposted on the A170. Ryedale Folk Museum, Hutton-Le-Hole, York YO62 6UA Tel: 01751 417 367 email: gallery@ryedalefolkmuseum.co.uk / Opening times 10am - dusk
Admission to the gallery is free.

Poetry Week: Usual museum admission prices apply but then the poetry activities are free of charge.

Andy Dalton, who manages the Gallery at Ryedale Folk Museum, spent eight years as a Curatorial Officer at Tate St. Ives and more recently was Curator of Art at Cartwright Hall Art Gallery, Bradford.
Special thanks to Leeds Art Gallery, York Museums Trust and the Arts Council Collection for the loan of works to this exhibition.

Herbert Read – additional notes
He was born in 1893, so belonged to the generation of young men who fought in the First World War. He survived four years in the trenches, and was awarded the MC and DSO for bravery. Hundreds of men he served with, including his younger brother were killed. His experiences on the Western Front made him a war-poet and a pacifist.

After 1919 he became a civil servant in London , then a professor of Fine Art in Edinburgh, later a publisher in London again and a lecturer all over the world. He became an important figure in the promotion of Modernism in Britain, developing friendships with key figures such as the poet T. S. Eliot, the sculptors Henry Moore and Barbara Hepworth, and the painter Ben Nicholson. After working in the Treasury from 1819 to 1922 he developed his interests in the visual arts through employment as an Assistant Keeper at the Victoria and Albert Museum from 1922 to 1931. This impetus was furthered through his appointment to the Watson Gordon Professorship of Fine Art at the University of Edinburgh from 1931 to 1933, followed by a period of six years as editor of and contributor to the Burlington Magazine. 

But he was always first and foremost a writer. A friend of Henry Moore, Barbara Hepworth and Ben Nicholson, he made the case for modern art in a number of hugely influential books such as The Meaning of Art, Education Through Art, Art and Industry, and was co-founder of the Institute for Contemporary Art in London. His literary criticism  - books on the Romantic poets, Wordsworth in particular, and many other writers - are very highly regarded. However it is his own creative writing, several collections of poetry, his novel The Green Child, and above all his autobiographies including The innocent Eye that are regarded as his greatest literary achievement. 

Read was knighted in 1952 for services to literature, and died in 1968, the much honoured author of sixty books and more than a thousand essays and articles.

