14th August – 19th September 

Andy Black - Conceptual Forest 
Gallery, Ryedale Folk Museum
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Andy Black’s timeless drawings feature imaginary places, which he creates through the slow fastidious repetition of motifs such as trees. Black, who was nominated for the Northern Art prize in 2009, will exhibit a series of his striking images at the Ryedale Folk Museum from Sat 14th August  to Sun 19th September. 

A specially commissioned installation, featuring 2,000 model trees, which realises one of his images as a sculptural installation will be on show alongside a group of drawings from his ongoing series.

Andy Black, studied at the Royal College of Art and currently lives in Malton, explains: “My drawings use a limited and consistent number of elements – trees, in the main, sometimes with paths, clearings, mountains or the surface of the ground itself as secondary motifs. The drawings, which develop through small-scale studies to larger final works, navigate a territory between the constructed landscapes of Bru
eghel and the formal aesthetics of Ellsworth Kelly, to Capability Brown’s controlled parkland.”

Gallery Manager Andy Dalton comments:

“Landscape has provided the subject matter for a great tradition in British art and many of its greatest images have become icons of national identity. Beside the works of traditional artists, modern and contemporary artists such as Hepworth, Long and Goldsworthy have all used landscape as the subject, or object, of their work, and in recent years we have become more and more familiar with this approach to representations of ‘place’.”

“Andy Black’s recent drawings play with our familiarity with the images of landscape and present imaginary places which are the product of his research into the fundamental forms of the landscape. Black has identified a series of elements which he sees as being the building blocks of landscape and from these has produced an ongoing series of drawings which explore the permutations of these archetypal forms.”

Over the next twelve months the Gallery will be holding a series of exhibitions focusing on drawing, including new works by North Yorkshire artists Debbie Loane (May 2011) and Sally Taylor (September 2011).

Andy Black: Conceptual Forest will be on show at the Gallery at Ryedale Museum from 14th August – 19th September.  Admission to the gallery is free, and daily opening times are 10am – 4.30pm. More info about the gallery programme at www.thegalleryatryedalefolkmuseum.blogspot.com
The Gallery is at Ryedale Folk Museum, Hutton le Hole, North Yorkshire YO62 6UA from For more information telephone 01751 417 367, email gallery@ryedalefolkmuseum.co.uk or visit www.ryedalefolkmuseum.co.uk 
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Additional info

Andy Dalton, who manages the Gallery at Ryedale Folk Museum, spent eight years as a Curatorial Officer at Tate St. Ives and more recently was Curator of Art at Cartwright Hall Art Gallery, Bradford.

This exhibition and commission is funded by the Arts Council and forms part of four shows this year which showcase the best contemporary artists in Ryedale. 


Forthcoming shows in the series are:
16th October – 14th November

Flora Parrott

Artist in Residence

