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Gillies Jones Open Studio
Discover The Drama Behind Their Beautiful Bowls




North Yorkshire glassmakers Gillies Jones invite you to discover the drama of their craft when they open up their rural studio, in the village of Rosedale on the North Yorkshire Moors, from Mon 26 July to  Fri 30 July. 


They are one of the cultural heros taking part in the National Parks Week, a schedule of events that celebrates the inspirational North Yorkshire Moors landscape. Gillies Jones will blow glass and take questions, demonstrating the making of their signature ‘Beautiful Bowl’ from Mon 26 July until 30 July 11am - 3pm.

Kate Jones and Stephen Gillies contemporary colourful designs are breathing new life into the tradition of glass making. They have recently been recognised as ‘Living Icons’’ by the National Park for their studio glass pieces, which have an international following, and their ‘Beautiful Bowls’ have recently been featured on the Antiques Roadshow where Antiques Roadshow expert, Christopher Payne enthused about them: 
“This bowl here in an ancient looking shape, its got the sort of feel of ancient Persian roman glass probably of the 1st century, … they (Gillies Jones) make bowls of this style in different colours and I’d like to collect the whole lot!”

Step inside their rural studio and see Stephen Gillies, one the UK's finest contemporary glassmakers at work.  This is a unique chance to find out more about the ancient  and dynamic process of glass blowing whilst watching him create the forms of their beautiful bowls. Also throughout the National Park’s Week, opening on 26th July and continuing until Sunday 22 August, you can enjoy an exhibition of glass ‘The Beautiful Bowl’ ‘ at the Gillies Jones Studio which explores their signature piece with new patterns and colours inspired by the elemental beauty of their North Yorkshire location. 

Kate Jones comments: “We are very flattered the National Parks have nominated us cultural heros and to celebrate, this is the first time we will open our doors to visitors specifically wanting to see and learn about the process  … glass making is an intense, demanding craft and we hope to demonstrate how, where and whose hands make every single piece of Gillies Jones glass.”


Partners in both life and art, Stephen Gillies and Kate Jones also produce one off pieces for collections worldwide - after the Victoria and Albert Museum commissioned them to create a piece in 2003, their popularity soared. Now, keen collector’s travel from as far as the States to the pair’s studio in the heart of the North York Moors to snap up their latest designs.

Gillies Jones will open their studios from Mon 26 July until 30 July 11am - 3pm. The ‘Beautiful Bowl’ exhibition will run until Sunday 22 August. Gillies Jones Glass studio is located behind the village churchyard in Rosedale Abbey, Pickering, North Yorkshire YO18 8SA.  For more info please visit www.gilliesjonesglass.co.uk, tel 01751 417550 or email info@gilliesjonesglass.co.uk. Entry is free and parking is available in the village.

Ends

Press contact: Jane Redfern / pr@janeredfern.co.uk / 07724 131179 / 01845 526720

Resources - Images: 
http://www.janeredfern.co.uk/client-info/rfm/images/index1.htm
Portrait Shots : Credit Tony Bartholomew http://gallery.me.com/gilliesjones#100472
Stephen Gillies glassblowing - Credit to Tony Bartholomew http://gallery.me.com/gilliesjones#100123
Beautiful Bowls : http://gallery.me.com/gilliesjones#100203
Individual works - Credits to Pete Chambers http://gallery.me.com/gilliesjones#100049
http://vimeo.com/9781202 (Video of Making A Beautiful Bowl by James Yeomans )

National Parks are inspiring places. They give people space to breath, space to think, space to create

http://www.nationalparks.gov.uk/ch_nym_contemporary
Additional notes:

http://www.gilliesjones.com ( for individual works )
http://www.gilliesjonesglass.co.uk ( for their beautiful bowls )
http://gilliesjones.wordpress.com/
Partners in life and art, Stephen Gillies and Kate Jones operate from a studio in the village of Rosedale Abbey in the North York Moors. Drawing inspiration from the elemental beauty of their rural surroundings, they have developed a unique aesthetic. Alongside their prolific art practice, they also undertake prestigious commissions and regularly lecture both in the UK and overseas. Stephen Gillies is a glassmaker and blows all the forms in hot glass. Kate Jones is an artist who brings a clearly defined sense of design to their graphic patterns.


Antiques Roadshow expert, Christopher Payne comments on one of their bowls: 
“This bowl here in an ancient looking shape, its got the sort of feel of ancient Persian roman glass probably of the 1st century, and this wonderful of colour and the contrast of these dark blue leaves, made by a young English couple in Rosedale abbey in Yorkshire and they make bowls of this style in different colours and I’d like to collect the whole lot!”

Other Recent news

Gillies Jones have been commissioned to create 'beautiful bowls' as awards for the Leuka Mini Masters winners of 2010. A refreshing change from the generic golf trophy, from which all proceeds go to Leuka, the registered Leukemia charity based at London’s Hammersmith Hospital http://www.leukaminimasters.com/
Yorkshire Museum’s Cannon Hall, Barnsley and Cartwright Hall, Bradford have recently purchased pieces for their permanent collections. 

