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Spot a masterpiece and help raise a fortune!


The Secret Art Show
Sunday 7th to Sunday 28th November.
York City Screen, York


The Secret Art Show is an art exhibition with a difference, aiming to raise £10,000 for the Multiple Sclerosis Trust and offering visitors the chance to buy a mini-masterpiece for only £45

With over 400 originals to choose from, the collection includes work by well known international artists, who can command prices upwards of four figures, right through to those not usually known for their artistic abilities - such as playwright Alan Bennett and Archbishop Sentamu (Archbishop of York).

The Secret Art Show (www.mstrust.org.uk/secretartshow) will give visitors the opportunity to have a little fun and, with a keen eye, seek out something very special for only £45.  All pieces of artwork measure 12cm x 12cm (the size of a CD case) and are being sold anonymously to raise funds for this fantastic charity which supports people affected by Multiple Sclerosis (MS) which affects over 100,000 people in the UK. 

Many of the contributing artists have experienced how dramatically Multiple Sclerosis can impact upon your life… these include cartoonist Neil Kerber, known for his off-the-wall and acerbic cartoons which appear regularly in Private Eye, the Evening Standard ES magazine and The Mirror, who comments: “My best friend was diagnosed with MS about 3 years ago. He’s doing okay, but obviously this is something close to my heart. It’s an honour for me to help in any way. I really hope the pictures I send in help.” 

Themes, styles and media will be wide ranging  - oils, watercolours, acrylics, abstract, landscape, still-life and including the humour of Wally Jex creator of  “The Wrinklies”. There will be work from Ray Richardson, Mackenzie Thorpe, Mitra Memarzia, Emerson Mays, Chris Wood, Sally Sheinman, Rob Kessler and so many more…

There are certainly real gems in there just waiting to be claimed. Each is signed on the back and only at the end of the three week show, when received by its new owner, will the identity of the artist be revealed.

Jill Holt is the passion behind the event. Jill set up the MS Trust in 1993 to fund applied research and provide support to those diagnosed with MS - at that time there was a negative portrayal of MS and the available information on the disease was very poor.

The ideal riverside venue at York City Screen, right in the centre of York, offers the opportunity to choose your artwork before enjoying a coffee or lunch in the café overlooking the River Ouse. The show has been timed for the run-up to Christmas 2010 to offer a unique gift opportunity whilst benefiting the MS Trust.

Laurence Llewelyn-Bowen, who is one of the Patrons of the Multiple Sclerosis 

Trust and who has also contributed a piece says:

I am participating in the Secret Art Show because I think initiatives to raise awareness that involve creativity like this always provide an added dimension to fund raising.

The Secret Art Show is at York City Screen, 13-17 Coney Street, York from Sunday 7th to Sunday 28th November.  To find out more about the MS Trust please visit www.mstrust.org.uk, Tel: 01462 476700 or email info@mstrust.org.uk
 

Press contact:

Jane Redfern 07724 131179 / 01845 526720
pr@janeredfern.co.uk 


Event info
Venue: York City Screen, 13-17 Coney Street, York, YO1 9QL.

Public viewing: 
Sunday 7th – 13th November.  

Sale times: 

Sunday 14th November  

9am – 5pm. 

Monday 15th - 28th November 11am - 5pm

On the sale days, sales will be on a strictly first come first served basis so potential buyers are advised to arrive early.

After Sunday 14th, outside the sale times of 11am-5pm, people can also purchase artwork by contacting the organiser Jill Holt on 07979 725216. 

Payment by cash or cheque will be much appreciated.

Notes for editors

Multiple sclerosis (MS) is the most common cause of neurological disability in young adults, affecting 100,000 people in the UK.  Everyone knows the negative images that a diagnosis can conjure up but whilst no one denies that MS can be devastating, positive steps can be taken to improve quality of life. MS may be incurable but it is far from untreatable.  

The MS Trust (registered charity no. 1088353) is a leading independent UK charity for people with MS, their families and friends, and for all health and social care professionals who work with them.  They provide information, professional education and fund practical research.  

For further information about the work that the MS Trust undertakes, or to find out about their exciting fundraising events, please contact the fundraising team: telephone 01462 476707, e-mail fundraising@mstrust.org.uk or visit www.mstrust.org.uk.

You can find out further details about the event from the Secret Art Show organiser Jill Holt by calling 07979 725216 or e-mailing jillholt@btinternet.com
Pam Macfarlane, Chief Executive for the Multiple Sclerosis Trust says “This is such a brilliant and original fundraising idea and we hope as many people as possible will come along and support the event.” 

Additional Information

Jill Holt - Biography

Jill’s mother and aunt had Multiple Sclerosis. In 1993 Jill and a friend Christine Jones, who has MS, set up the Multiple Sclerosis Trust. 

The reasons of setting up the charity were because at that time there was a negative portrayal of MS and the available information on the disease was very poor.

Jill knows how hard it is for young adults to come to terms with being told that you have MS. For her mother, the diagnosis was extremely difficult because she had seen her sister confined to wheelchair within six months. Following her diagnosis, Jill’s mother withdrew from active life, waiting for severe disability to overtake her. It never did - but for 25 years she lived this way. Sadly, Jill has seen at first hand what the negative images of MS can do.

MS is a variable disease affecting different people in very different ways, the MS Trust works hard to provide the information and support for all people living with MS. In the seventeen years since setting up the Trust, people with MS now have far better information and understanding of the disease.

In addition, the MS Trust work involves ensuring that everyone with MS will have access to a MS specialist nurse. There were only three MS nurses in the UK when the MS Trust started and now there are over 200. But more are needed. The MS Trust provides programmes of education for MS specialist nurses and continues to campaign for an increased number. 

Supporters

In order for all the money to go to the Multiple Sclerosis Trust, the show has been generously supported by the following companies:-
Main supporters:
· Contralube: The "Electronic Connector Gel" www.contralube.com
· ABI (UK) Limited: Holiday Homes Designed for Life www.abiuk.co.uk
Other supporters of the show:
· Globalbagtags: Internet traceable luggage tags www.globalbagtag.com
· Harrowells Solicitors: a leading firm of Yorkshire solicitors www.harrowells.co.uk
· LAKE Financial Systems www.lake.co.uk
· Millgate House: Events, Open Garden and Accommodation www.millgatehouse.com
· York Brewery: York's favourite beer www.york-brewery.co.uk
